
 

 

 

Volume 12, Issue 5, May 2023 

Impact Factor: 8.423 



International Journal of Innovative Research in Science, Engineering and Technology (IJIRSET) 

                                                   |e-ISSN: 2319-8753, p-ISSN: 2347-6710| www.ijirset.com | Impact Factor: 8.423| A Monthly Peer Reviewed & Referred Journal | 

|| Volume 12, Issue 5, May 2023 || 

| DOI:10.15680/IJIRSET.2023.1205197 | 

IJIRSET©2023                                                           |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                               5733 

 

Industrial Development in Karauli District: 
Challenges and Opportunities 

 

Raghunandan Singh, Dr.Mohd. Hanif Khan, Sandeep Yadav 

Research Scholar, Department of Geography, Career Point University, Kota, Rajasthan, India 

Guide, Department of Geography, Career Point University, Kota, Rajasthan, India 

Professor, Department of Geography, Govt. Girls College, Bundi, Rajasthan, India 

 

ABSTRACT: This research article explores the industrial development in Karauli district, highlighting the challenges 

faced by the region and identifying potential opportunities for growth. The study examines the historical background of 

the district's industries and assesses the spatial distribution of various industrial units. It also analyses the presence of 

micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and provides an overview of their contributions to the local economy. 

The article concludes by discussing the constraints hindering industrial growth and offering suggestions for overcoming 

these challenges. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The area encompassed by Karauli district has traditionally been associated with traditional artisanal crafts, such as 

weaving, goldsmithing, and blacksmithing, which primarily cater to local demands. However, there has been limited 

industrial development in the district, with minor manufacturing activities focused on niche markets in the 

neighbouring areas. This article aims to shed light on the growth of industries in Karauli district, focusing on the 

present scenario and prospects for future development. 

 

Although public policy instruments undoubtedly influence the economic growth of different regions, the relative 

economic position of each region is ultimately determined by various factors, particularly local-specific factors. The 

prevailing view in modern economic development suggests that industry plays a significant role in both generating and 

reducing disparities among regions. Industry is often seen as the primary driver of economic growth and its expansion 

is considered more prone to "cumulative causation" compared to other sectors. 

 

The conventional theory of regional development suggests that industrial development, and consequently overall 

economic development, should follow a path that leads to "convergence". Initially, industries tend to concentrate where 

they are already present, but as diminishing returns set in, they shift to less developed areas. Since agriculture 

experiences diminishing returns sooner due to land limitations and technological constraints, industry, with its history 

of increasing returns, acts as the equalizing force once its development begins in backward areas. 

 

As a result, regions with different initial levels of development and capabilities are subject to "cumulative causes." 

They not only grow at different rates due to internal factors but also experience differences that are magnified by the 

interaction between regions through the "backwash effect" (Myrdal, 1957; Hirschman, 1958; Kaldor, 1970). Shortly 

after independence, it became evident that there were significant disparities in economic development, particularly in 

the industrial sector. Political mechanisms and measures were established to reduce these disparities, particularly in 

underdeveloped regions, through the establishment of central public institutions. However, it is worth questioning 

whether these state intervention policies truly promoted industrial development in poorer regions and effectively 

reduced regional disparities in industrialization levels. In practice, these policies often tended to favour more developed 

and urbanized areas within the underdeveloped regions. 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 

Studies focusing on industrial development in Karauli District have been conducted by various researchers and 

organizations. Singh and Sharma (2019) examined the current state of industrial development in the district, 
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highlighting the challenges and potential opportunities. Their study provided a detailed analysis of the industrial 

landscape in Karauli, identified constraints faced by existing industries, and proposed recommendations for promoting 

industrial growth. 

 

Another relevant research conducted by Khan and Verma (2017) compared the economic development of Karauli 

District with neighbouring districts in Rajasthan. Their study explored the factors influencing industrial growth in the 

region and assessed the effectiveness of government policies in promoting economic development. By providing 

insights into the specific challenges faced by Karauli District, this research shed light on the efforts required to achieve 

industrial progress.Agarwal and Mishra (2015) focused on the socio-economic aspects of development in Karauli 

District, including industrial development. Their study examined the role of various stakeholders, such as the 

government, local communities, and industry associations, in driving economic growth. It emphasized the importance 

of inclusive development strategies to address regional disparities, highlighting the need for a holistic approach to 

industrial development. 

 

 The Rajasthan State Industrial Development and Investment Corporation Limited (RIICO) has played an 

instrumental role in studying industrial development in various districts of Rajasthan, including Karauli. RIICO's 

reports provide valuable insights into the existing industrial infrastructure, investment opportunities, and policy 

initiatives in the district. These studies serve as essential resources for understanding the industrial development 

landscape in Karauli.The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has also contributed to the understanding of industrial 

development in Rajasthan, including specific references to Karauli District. CII has published reports discussing 

potential sectors for industrial growth in the state, providing industry perspectives and recommendations for 

policymakers and investors interested in the region. 

 

 The Planning and Development Department of the Government of Rajasthan has undertaken studies on 

regional development, including Karauli District. Their reports analyse the existing infrastructure, investment climate, 

and industrial potential of the district. These studies offer valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities for 

industrial development in Karauli.In addition to these organizations, researchers from academic institutions, including 

local universities and research centres, have conducted studies on various aspects of industrial development in 

Rajasthan. Although not specific to Karauli District, their work provides insights into the broader context of industrial 

growth in the state and can be relevant for understanding the challenges faced by Karauli. 

 

A range of studies conducted by researchers, organizations, and government bodies have provided valuable insights 

into the challenges and opportunities for industrial development in Karauli District. These studies offer comprehensive 

analyses of the industrial landscape, identify constraints, and propose strategies for promoting industrial growth. 

Policymakers, stakeholders, and potential investors can benefit from the findings of these studies to develop informed 

strategies and interventions that foster economic growth and industrial development in Karauli District. 

 

III. OBJECTIVES 
 

The objectives of studying industrial development in Karauli District are as follows: 

1. Assess the current state of industrial growth, identifying challenges and opportunities. 

2. Explore the factors influencing industrial growth, including government policies, infrastructure, resources, and local 

socio-economic conditions. 

3. Examine the effectiveness of existing interventions and initiatives aimed at promoting industrial growth. 

4. Identify opportunities for industrial diversification and expansion in the district. 

5. Promote inclusive and sustainable industrial development, considering social and environmental impacts. 

These objectives aim to understand the current situation, address barriers, leverage strengths, and optimize strategies 

for industrial development in Karauli District. By pursuing these objectives, policymakers can foster a conducive 

environment, attract investments, promote entrepreneurship, create employment opportunities, and ensure sustainable 

and inclusive growth. 

 

IV. STUDY AREA 
 

Karauli district, situated in the southeastern region of Rajasthan, is geographically located between 26
o
31' to 26

o
49' 

north latitude and 76
o
35' E to 77

o
26' E longitude. The district covers an area of 5043.02 square kilometres, with an 

elevation ranging from 400 to 600 meters above sea level, as per the census report of 2011. It shares borders with 
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Dhaulpur district to the east, Bharatpur district to the northeast, Dausa district to the northwest, Sawai Madhopur 

district to the southwest, and Madhya Pradesh state to the southeast, separated by the Chambal River. 

 

 Administratively, the district is divided into 6 tehsils, with the town of Karauli serving as the district 

headquarters. Karauli District falls under the jurisdiction of the Bharatpur Divisional Commissionerate. The district is 

renowned for its abundant reserves of popular red stone. The population of Karauli district is predominantly rural, 

accounting for 85.04 percent, while the urban population constitutes 14.96 percent. The topography of the district is 

characterized by hills, ravines, and a lack of towering peaks, with the highest elevation being below 1400 feet above 

sea level. The region possesses mineral resources such as high-quality stone and some iron ore. The natural 

environment of Karauli encompasses the Vindhyan and Aravalli Mountain ranges. The district exhibits diverse terrains, 

including plains, highlands, lowlands, and hilly areas. The plains are fertile, featuring lightweight and sandy clay soil. 

Several rivers flow through the district, contributing to its water resources. The annual rainfall in Karauli averages 

580.36 mm, occurring over approximately 35 days in a year. The climatic conditions vary, with the maximum 

temperature reaching 49 °C in May and the minimum temperature dropping to 2 °C in January. 

 

 
 

V. RESULTS 
 

 Growth of Industries: 

The historical context of industrial development in Karauli district is explored, highlighting traditional crafts, including 

weaving, dyeing, wooden toy manufacturing, and lacquer work. The district's past exports, such as copper vessels, 

lacquered wooden articles, and scents extracted from khas grass, are discussed. Additionally, the presence of state-

owned cotton presses and the prominence of cotton, cloth, and carpet weaving in the district are examined. The impact 

of fertile tracts and the woollen cloth industry in the region is also acknowledged. 
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 Spatial Distribution of Industries: 

The classification of industries based on raw materials, production, employment, capacity, and investment is analysed. 

The data obtained from the district presents a comprehensive overview of various industrial units. The absence of large-

scale industries is noted, while the prevalence of micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) is emphasized. The 

article provides insights into the types of industries present, including stone cutting, stone slates, washing soap, 

readymade garments, oil expellers, paper bags, carpets, and more. 

 

 Rural Industries: 

An examination of rural industries in Karauli district is undertaken, focusing on different sectors such as food and agro-

based industries, forest-based industries, hand paper fibre industries, minerals-based industries, chemical-based 

industries, engineering non-traditional industries, and textiles and service industries. The employment generated, 

production, sales, and labour statistics for each sector are presented. 

 

Table 1: Rural Industries in Karauli District (2018-19) 

 

Group Allot 

unit 

no. 

Extra Production 

(In Lakh) 

Extra sale 

(In Lakh) 

Extra 

Employment 

Labour  

(In Lakh) 

Food and agro based industries  6  70.50  

  

88.13  

  

47  25.85  

Forest based industries  0  0  0  0  0  

Hand Paper Fiber Industries  1  6  7.5  4  2.20  

Minerals based Industries  2  13.5  16.88  9  4.95  

Chemical based Industries  0  0  0  0  0  

Engineering nontraditional 

Industrial  

1  9  11.25  6  3.30  

Textiles and service Industries  10 0 0 59 33.18 

Total  20 99 123.76 125 69.48 

 

 Industrial Estate: 

The presence of an industrial estate in Karauli district is discussed, with a detailed classification of industries based on 

their nature and investments. The article highlights the number of industries, investment amounts, and planning figures 

for different industrial categories. 

 

Challenges and Constraints: 

The article identifies the major constraints faced by the district in terms of industrial development. These include a lack 

of working capital, inadequate supply of raw materials, uncertain power supply, traditional production techniques, high 

production costs, unskilled labour, and unfavourable government policies. Each constraint is discussed in detail to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the challenges faced by the industrial sector in Karauli district. 

 

Table 2:Industrial Estate in Karauli District (2018-19) 
  

Sr. No. Classification of Industries No. Of 

Industries 

Investment (In Lakh) Planning No. 

1. Chemical Based 1 7 4 

2. Cardboard/Paper 1 40 10 

3. Data Processing 64 428 166 

4. Food ingredient 83 539 273 

5. Forest Based 4 29 12 

6. Electric & Electronic  53 375 178 

7. Iron Fabrication 7 70 35 
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8. Mineral Based 8 167 65 

9. Auto mobile 7 70 35 

10. Textile 6 35 9 

11. Engineering 2 10 5 

12 Other 1089 8829 4011 

 Total 1325 10598 4803 

 

 Opportunities and Suggestions: 

To overcome the identified challenges, the article presents several suggestions for promoting industrial development in 

Karauli district. These include encouraging rural artisans to establish raw material-based industries, addressing loaning 

and managerial issues, providing preferential employment opportunities for local job seekers, exempting imported raw 

materials from taxes, ensuring reliable and affordable power supply, offering financial assistance to revitalize struggling 

units, and establishing training centres for skill development. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 
 

The article concludes by emphasizing the need for social and administrative reforms and implementing the suggested 

measures to foster industrialization in Karauli district. The potential of industrial development in the district is 

highlighted, considering its rich traditional crafts and the availability of skilled artisans. By addressing the challenges 

and capitalizing on the opportunities, Karauli district has the potential to emerge as a thriving industrial hub, creating 

employment opportunities, boosting economic growth, and contributing to the overall development of the region. 

 

The article explores the prospects for industrial development in Karauli district. It discusses the possibilities of 

leveraging the district's traditional crafts and artisans to produce high-quality, unique products for both domestic and 

international markets. The potential for promoting tourism through the showcasing of traditional industries and 

handicrafts is also examined. Furthermore, the article highlights the importance of promoting entrepreneurship and 

providing necessary support to budding entrepreneurs to establish and sustain their industrial ventures. 

 

In conclusion, this research article provides a comprehensive analysis of the industrial development in Karauli district. 

It explores the historical background of industries, examines the spatial distribution of various industrial units, and 

emphasizes the presence and contributions of micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs). The challenges 

hindering industrial growth are identified, and potential opportunities for development are highlighted. 

 

 The article concludes by emphasizing the need for concerted efforts from various stakeholders, including the 

government, industry associations, financial institutions, and local communities, to overcome the challenges and seize 

the opportunities for industrial development. By implementing the suggested measures and fostering a favourable 

environment for industries to thrive, Karauli district can unlock its full potential and become a vibrant industrial centre, 

driving economic growth, employment generation, and overall prosperity in the region.In summary, this paper serves as 

a valuable resource for policymakers, researchers, and individuals interested in understanding the industrial landscape 

of Karauli district. It provides insights into the historical context, current scenario, challenges, and opportunities in the 

industrial sector, offering suggestions for fostering sustainable and inclusive industrial development. 
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